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Dear Prime Minister,

RE: JULIAN ASSAGE

Amnesty International is the largest and longest standing human rights organisation in the world. We
are a movement of 300,000 Australians and 10 million more world wide. We are independent of any
ideology, with the sole agenda of upholding and progressing human rights. It is in this context, and in
my role as National Director of Amnesty International Australia, that I ask you to personally intervene
in the ongoing persecution of Julian Assange by the United States Government. The United States
appeal against the verdict to disallow extradition will commence this week, and the United States have
offered no assurances to allay the Court's original concerns regarding the safety of Assange.

The importance of protecting journalists and publishers who play such a crucial role in not only
informing our public, but ensuring that governments are held accountable, has never been greater. In
this respect, the charges against Assange and his subsequent treatment in Belmarsh Prison are of
grave concern.

If extradited to the United States, Assange faces trial on 18 charges, 17 of them under the Espionage
Act. Assange is the first publisher to face charges under the Espionage Act, and if convicted, could
face up to 175 years in prison. A sentence that will lead to serious human rights violations due to
detention conditions that could amount to torture or other ill-treatment, including prolonged solitary
confinement.

Amnesty has received over half a million signatures from across the world, urging the United States to
drop the charges against Assange, with over 120,000 signatures added by Australians alone. These
are people who are urging governments like Australia to prioritise the rights of a free press, and
protect journalism around the world.

For these reasons, I urgently request that you engage in a dialogue with the United States on the
issue of Assange, and demand that all charges against him be dropped. Additionally, it is paramount
that if Assange wishes, he be provided safe passage so he and his family can reunite safely in
Australia.

For further information, or to discuss and organise a meeting, please contact Ry Atkinson at
ry.atkinson@amnesty.org.au or 0423 270 124.

Yours sincerely,

Sam Klintworth
National Director
Amnesty International Australia
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